SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 24 NOVEMBER, 2002 


You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news 
bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in 
Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English. 


This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za 
and on packet bulletin boards. 

SARL news invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to 
amateurs to sarlnews@hotmail.com not later than the Thursday preceding the 


bulletin date. It would be appreciated if you could do it in both English and 
Afrikaans. 


In the news today: 
ACHIEVERS IN THE OCTOBER RAE 


NOMINATIONS FOR SARL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND MOTIONS FOR 
THE AGM 


ZLIAMO BECOMES VERY ILL IN FIJI 
BEACON CAUSES QRM 
Stay tuned for more details on these and other news items. 


You are tuned to ZS6SRL. Visit the SARL Website or call the SARL office which 
is open on weekdays from nine to thirteen hours (09:00 to 13:00) at O(zero)11 
675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio 
activities. 


The news follows in detail: 
ACHIEVERS IN THE OCTOBER RAE 


The SARL is pleased to annouce that during the October 2002 RAE no less 
than 4 candidates achieved the first place in the exam. Each of the following 
candidates obtained an average of 99% for this exam. SH Potgieter ZR6AQ; AI 
Sellers ZR5AIS; BE Taylor ZR5SAL; CL Tivers ZR6CLT. 


Well done, and our heartiest congatulations to all of you! 
LEONIDS SHOWER 


The Leonids Meteor Shower peaked on Tuesday morning, 19 November, at ap- 
proximately 04:00 UTC (0600 CAT). According to reports some very good me- 
teor scatter contacts were made with stations active from ZS1, ZS2, ZS4, ZS5 
and ZS6. Stations from Namibia were also active during the morning. Partici- 
pants are asked to forward their QSO information to Barry ZR6DXB at email 
zr6dxb@mweb.co.za. 


NOMINATIONS FOR SARL COUNCIL MEMBERS 


All present members of the SARL Council retire at its next AGM, which will 
take place on 29 March 2003 in Bloemfontein and in preparation for the event; 
nominations for councillors are invited in terms of Rule 16.2 from members of 
the SARL to fill these vacancies. Should more than 15 nominations be received 
a ballot will be held. 


Each nomination must contain the following: 


1. Full names, call sign and address of nominee; 

2. An amateur radio related CV of not more than 200 words; 

3. A signed declaration by the nominee that s/he accepts nomination and 
will serve on the Council of the SARL if elected; 

4. Each nomination must be signed by a proposer and seconder; 

5. Only fully paid-up members (Rule 16.3) of the SARL may be nominated, 
propose and second a nomination. 


MOTIONS FOR THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


Motions for submission and consideration at the Annual General Meeting of the 
SARL on 29 March 2003 in Bloemfontein are invited from members. 


Each motion must contain the following: 


1. A concise description of the motion; 
2. A motivation in support of the motion; 
3. A proposer and a seconder must sign each motion. 


Nominations and motions must reach the Secretary by no later than 30 Novem- 
ber 2002, that is the end of this week. They must be addressed to The Secretary, 
SARL and mailed to P O Box 1721, Strubensvallei, 1735 or faxed to 011 675 
2793. Other contact details are Tel 011 675 2393 and E-Mail: admin@sarl.org.za. 


ZLIAMO BECOMES VERY ILL IN FIJI 


Well known DXer, Ron Wright, ZLIAMO, while operating as 3D2RW in Fiji, 
became very ill and was admitted to the Lautoka Hospital diagnosed with col- 
lapsed lungs, pneumonia and was placed on life support. A few days later, Ron 
was in critical condition and an emergency air ambulance was sent from New 
Zealand to pick him up and transport him back to a hospital in Auckland. Ac- 
cording to Ron’s daughter Terri the doctors say there is no change; however, 
Ron is stable. The swelling has gone down and the kidneys are starting to 
function better. Morphine and sedatives have been discontinued. They are now 
waiting for Ron to “wake up” which could take a couple of days. 


JAMBOREE-ON-THE-AIR 


Dave Gemmell ZS6A AW, the National JOTA Co-ordinator for the South African 
Scout Association, must compile a national JOTA report to be sent to the 
World Scout Bureau in Geneva. Radio amateurs who were involved with JOTA 
2002 are requested, in co-operation with the Scout leaders, to draw up a report 


which includes details on the activities (radio and scouting/guiding) as well as 
numbers of people attending, that is, Cubs, Brownies, Guides, Scouts, Adults, 
Hams, etc. (fairly “accurate” estimates will do!) of the activities during the 
JOTA weekend and forward this to Dave as soon as possible. It can be sent to 
davegemmell@bmknet.co.za or by snail mail to PO Box 77, Irene, 0062. 


SUMMITS ON THE AIR 


This project is progressing well and at this stage co-ordinators in the various 
provinces are busy catalogueing summits according to the SOTA criteria. It is 
planned that the South African Summits on the Air Association will become ac- 
tive on 1 January 2003. As with IOTA where islands are numbered, with SOTA 
the various summits are numbered and amateurs can activate these summits 
on UHF, VHF and HF. Each summit has a value based on the height above 
sea level and by working the various summits points are obtained for various 
awards. Andrew ZS1AN is the co-ordinator for the South African SOTA and 
he can be contaced at email address sota@exinet.co.za 


NEW MEMBERS 


We welcome the following new members to the SARL and we trust that you’ll 
have a long and fruitful association with the SARL: 


ZSL103 Sandor Wissing; ZR1TRY Lionel Petersen; ZR6JVW Johannes Van 
Wyk; ZS6AW Danny Liebenburg; ZS6D Antoinette Liebenburg. 


BEACON CAUSES QRM 


Now the story of a UHF beacon with a signal that was a bit to good. Within 
48 hours of turning on his new 1296,300 Mhz beacon in Derry, New Hampshire, 
Ed Parsons K1TR, received a phone call and a signal report from the Chief 
Engineer at the Millstone Hill Observatory in Westford, MA. This would turn 
out to be the first, last and only QSN report the beacon would receive. 


The good news: the observatory hearing it loud and clear! The bad news: The 
observatory was hearing it loud and clear. So loud that the engineer told K1TR 
that the beacon’s signal was impacting the observatory’s capability to track 
satellites in certain directions. Also, that the recipient of the satellite tracking 
information, the US Air Force, would not be pleased. 


It seem that the Air Force radar uses about 8 Mhz of spectrum centered at 1295 
Mhz. They use an 80-foot dish for an antenna. The K1TR beacon was less than 
30 miles line of sight from the observatory. So now Ed’s 23cm beacon is off the 
air while he finds a new home for it. 


This brings us to the end of today’s news bulletin. 


This bulletin was compiled by Dennis ZS4BS and read by..........from ....as a 
service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts. 


The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 21560, 
9750, and 7082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban and 


145,750 MHz in the Pretoria area. A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays 
at 20:00 CAT on 3215 kHz. Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI. 


Also join the SARL President’s net, which is on the air at noon on Sundays on 
7082 kHz. 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL, thank you for joining us. Also a big word 
of thanks to those persons supplying news for these bulletins and the amateurs 
who relay the bulletins so regularly. 


Goodbye everyone. 


/EX 


